
MINUTES OF BOTTISHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 02/18
Held on Monday 5th February 2018 in the Poppy Room, Royal British Legion commencing 7.30pm

PRESENT:

Cllr Bryant – Chair.  Cllr’s Bacon, Buchanan, Dickson, Jerman, Ogborn, Maczkiewicz and Walton. County Councillor Shuter and District Councillor Sharp also attended for part of the meeting.
17.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Received from Cllr’s Di Lorenzo and Jolley.

18.
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING:

These were agreed and signed.

19.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
None.

20.
MATTERS ARISING:

a)  Lysander Close

Cllr Buchanan commented that the footpath surface has been laid and looks good.  There is a dip on the current footpath where the kissing gate is and she wondered if it might be worth asking if this could be filled in.  Councillors will take a look.  There has been no reply from Mr Wooster’s solicitor and the Clerk has written again.
b)  Lay-by at shops
We are no further forward with this.  Cllr Ogborn has been in discussions with the owners of the car park behind the shops. They are in the process of having the land valued, before deciding whether to sell or upgrade the area themselves. Parish Councils preference would be for the shop owners to purchase the car park.  Cllr Ogborn commented that there are a number of parking spaces currently leased to the shops, with additional space also available – which would be increased further if bushes were cut back. The drainage needs to be improved and there was currently no lighting to encourage use in the darker winter months.  

21.
REPORTS FROM COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS:

County

C/Cllr Shuter reported that the anticipated work on the A1303 had been delayed.  This was because the first quotation for the work was way over what was expected so they had to go through another round of quotes looking for a more competitive price.  The government have agreed to an extension to July to get the work done and it should now start in March.  The County Council have a new machine, the dragon patcher for repairing potholes and it was in Bottisham last week repairing the road in Bell Road.  The Clerk commented that although good in most ways the on-line fault reporting system was flawed as Parish Clerks were unable to report any emergencies or major problems, they just went through the system the same way as any member of the public did.  C/Cllr Shuter agreed that this needed to be looked at and is pursuing ways the system could be adapted.  The County Council had received notification that the Primary School would be turning into an Academy and Cllr Bryant confirmed that she had been liaising with D/Cllr Chaplin regarding this as he had not been aware that the play equipment on the site was jointly funded with Parish Council.  C/Cllr Shuter also reported that the combined authority are studying 3 junctions on the A14 including the Quy junction and the one further towards Newmarket where the A11 starts to see if improvements could be made. The study is costing £150K. They have a council meeting next week to approve the council tax, the recommendation being a 4.99% rise.  Cllr Walton enquired about the Children’s Centre Consultation.  C/Cllr Shuter said that it had not been recommended that Bottisham close but other uses would also be found for the centre but the proposed closures were dependent on if the budget went through. Cllr Walton also enquired about when the Quy junction would be resurfaced.  C/Cllr Shuter replied it would be in the Spring but there would be no yellow box painted on as it was considered unenforceable by Highways.
C/Cllr Shuter then left the meeting.

District

D/Cllr Sharp said the comments on the local plan are all now on the website for people to view.  The Plan will be sent later this month for an Inspector to be appointed.  There have been discussions on residents being able to purchase another recycling bin at a one off cost of £25 and he will pass details onto the Clerk.  ECDC have a full council meeting in the next couple of weeks to agree council tax.  They are recommending a 0% increase in the precept for the third year running.  D/Cllr Sharp also made mention that the Police and Crime Commissioner had asked residents if they were in favour of a £12 a year raise in their council tax to fund police services and 78% had said they were.  D/Cllr Sharp had spoken with D/Cllr Chaplin who is looking into the amount of CIL money we received for Lysander Close for us.  He has said that he needs to go back to 2010 for some information and this is not on the electronic system so it is taking some while.
22.
CHAIRMANS REPORT:

a)  CIL money
D/Cllr Chaplin was not present at the meeting.

b)  Number of Parish Councillors
We had found recently that with all the projects currently being undertaken by Parish Council that there were just not enough councillors to go round.  Bearing this in mind the Clerk had enquired with Electoral Services if we would be able to increase our size by 1 more councillor taking us to 12.  If we voted that we would like to go ahead with this then Electoral Services can add our request to the District Wide Community Governance Order which is the start of the process.  There is a 2 month consultation period before draft recommendations are made to go before full council on 19th April where this would be decided.  Cllr Ogborn proposed that we go ahead with increasing our size which was seconded by Cllr Buchanan and agreed by all. 
ACTION: CLERK TO CONTACT ELECTORAL SERVICES

c)  Waste recycling
Cllr Bryant had heard an interview on the radio regarding recycling in South Wales where they had over a 90% recycling rate and were aiming for 98%.  She had passed this information onto ECDC and suggested they may like to look into it further.  The system they had implemented involved waste being sorted at the kerbside and anything not recyclable was given back to the resident.  Cllr Bryant had recently met with the Chair of the Community and Environment Committee for ECDC who had mentioned that she had been impressed with the incinerator at Peterborough and would like to have one in East Cambs but it was unlikely because of the long life of the contract with Amey for the Waterbeach site.
d)  Annual Meeting

The date for the Annual Meeting needs to be set, this is usually in May.  Cllr Bryant asked if anyone had any ideas on speakers, she had considered the Community Library and the Police Inspector at Ely who Cllr Jolley had been liaising with.  Cllr Maczkiewicz asked if the Head from BVC would be able to attend as a lot had been happening on site during the last year.  Cllr Buchanan commented that she had attended last year and it was unreasonable to expect her to attend again as the catchment area at the school was now so large.  Cllr Maczkiewicz thought it would be nice for someone from the school to attend.  The Clerk will look at available dates that the Poppy room was free.
ACTION:  CLERK TO BOOK DATE

23.
PLANNING:
A report had been circulated by Cllr Buchanan which she ran through.  The Planning Committee had concerns over the application for 139 High Street and did not support this irrelevant of it being in the conservation area.  They planned to convert their garage into a second kitchen which would impact on several homes not just the two that were consulted.  Loss of a garage could also be an issue in an area which is close to a school.  We were aware that Cllr Jolley had previously declared an interest although he was not at the meeting.

The Planning Committee also had concerns over the application for 28 Lode Road which had now been approved.  Cllr Bryant agreed that we should ask ECDC to look at a compromise with the neighbour, particularly as the plans had not been discussed with them and a Planning Officer had not visited the site to look at the loss of privacy and amenity the neighbour had suffered.  Cllr Buchanan added that all comments on planning were available online.
24.
COMMUNITY AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE:

Cllr Bacon ran through the minutes of the last meeting.  He had located 2 companies that made village maps and will be in contact with them.  Concerning noise from the A14 Cllr Bryant said that several years ago Highways England had said they didn’t have enough money to upgrade the road.  She noted that Cllr Dickson had been tasked with contacting our MP and asked that we first ask our County Councillor if he has a contact at DEFRA.  Concerning the timber cladding business at the Newman’s Farm Cllr Bryant had again spoken with Mr Newman who had mentioned that D/Cllr Chaplin had visited him and said there were no issues.  He does have planning permission for the original business and Cllr Bryant will speak with D/Cllr Chaplin to ascertain his view.
ACTION:  CLERK WILL CONTACT C/CLLR SHUTER. CLLR BRYANT TO SPEAK WITH D/CLLR CHAPLIN
25.
FINANCE:

a)  to approve payment of outstanding accounts


Mrs C Fullwood – Salary 


£698.42


Mrs C Fullwood – Expenses

    55.72


L Crown – Litter Picking (4 weeks)
    52.50


   


J Fullwood – Litter Picking (4 weeks)
    52.50


Balfour Beatty – Streetlights

  215.33


Anglian Water – Churchyard
 14.80


East Cambs Trading Company – tree work
  336.00


ECDC – Tree seminar


    60.00


Signed and verified by Cllr’s Ogborn and Buchanan.

26.
NEW CEMETERY WORKING PARTY UPDATE:
Cllr Ogborn reported that water levels have been rising and were becoming quite concerning.  This winter had been very wet compared with last years.  The levels are above that which are safe at the moment.  We have to wait until March and then see what the Environment Agency recommend.  

27.
PRE-SCHOOL PLAY AREA WORKING PARTY:
Cllr Di Lorenzo was not at the meeting but said he would be providing an update at the March meeting.

28.
POLICY DOCUMENTS:

Cllr Buchanan will arrange a meeting.  Some councillors have yet to draft their part of the new document and she asked that they do this as soon as they are able ready to discuss at the next meeting.

29. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED:

As listed.
30.
CORRESPONDENCE SENT OUT:

As listed.
31.
CORRESPONDENCE WITH RESIDENTS:
As listed.
32.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The next meeting will be Monday 5th March and will be in the Poppy Room at the Royal British Legion.


